
Banning United Methodist Church 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 14, 2024 
  

GATHERING MUSIC        Cathy Mauge 
   
MEDITATIVE THOUGHT       Marilyn Casey 

All my days I have been held in Your hands; all my life You have been so good. 
  

PRELUDE         Cathy Mauge 
  
WELCOMING FRIENDS and NEWCOMERS      Marilyn Casey 
  
WELCOME and PASSING OF THE PEACE     Rev. Thomas Yu  
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS    Marilyn Casey 
  
†CALL TO WORSHIP        Marilyn Casey 
One:  You have formed our inward being before we were born. 
All:  To You we were fearfully and wonderfully made. 
One:  You perceive our thoughts from afar. 
All:  You knew every word in our mouth before it was on our tongue. 
One:  Every day of our lives are written in Your book. 
All:  When we awake, we are with You still. 
  
†OPENING HYMN “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   UMH #400 
 1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; streams of mercy, never ceasing, call 
for songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. Praise the 
mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.  
2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come; and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; he, to rescue me 
from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my 
wandering heart to thee. Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; here's my heart, O 
take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
 
OLD  TESTAMENTREADING       Marilyn Casey 
I Samuel 3:1-10 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; 
visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I 
am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So 
he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the 
Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. 
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was 
calling the boy Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for 
your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the Lord came and stood there, 
calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
  
OPENING PRAYER        Marilyn Casey 
Lord, You have created us, redeemed us and sustained us. You knew everything about us and all our 



days, we are held in your hand. You would never leave us or forsake us. Yet often we have left you. 
Help us to be attentive and listen to your voice whenever we have drifted away into the busyness of 
our daily tasks. Help us to say as Samuel did whenever you call, “Speak, for your servant is 
listening.”  
  
SERMON HYMN “Jesus Calls Us”  v.1, 4, 5.     UMH #398 
1. Jesus calls us o'er the tumult of our life's wild, restless sea; day by day his sweet voice soundeth, saying, 
"Christian, follow me!" 
2. As of old the apostles heard it by the Galilean lake, turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving all for 
Jesus' sake. 
3. Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world's golden store, from each idol that would keep us, 
saying, "Christian, love me more!" 
4. In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
"Christian, love me more than these!" 
5. Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call, give our hearts to thine obedience, serve and 
love thee best of all. 
  
NEW TESTAMENT READING       Rev. Thomas Yu  
John 1:43-51 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus’s son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you come to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig 
tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

One: The Word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God.  

  
SERMON  “Still”        Rev. Thomas Yu  
  
PRAYERS OF THE PASTOR and PEOPLE      Rev. Thomas Yu  
Children in Prayer  
(After all slides: In Your mercy, Lord, hear our prayer) 
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer  
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
  
GIVING BACK TO GOD (TITHES AND GIFTS)      
  
OFFERTORY         Cathy Mauge 
  
†DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  
 



†PRAYER OF DEDICATION        Marilyn Casey 
As we present our tithes and offerings, we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice, which is holy and 
acceptable to You. May this new year bring forth new fruit of the Spirit. May we abide in You and 
You in us, so that as the Body of Christ, we may bring forth much fruit. Amen.  
 
†CLOSING HYMN  “Here I am Lord”    UMH #593 
Lyrics 
1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. I 
who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 
I send? 
Chorus 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold 
your people in my heart. 
2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them, Whom shall I send? 
Chorus 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold 
your people in my heart.  
3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 
Chorus 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold 
your people in my heart. 
   
†BENEDICTION        Rev. Thomas Yu  

  
POSTLUDE    
 


